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Authority to mark 65th anniversary
by honoring public housing heroes

By ERICA ERWIN
grica.erwini@timesnews . com

The roar of the crowd,
flash of lights, the sound of her
son's name booming over the sta-

dium loudspeakers
Peggy Sparks sull

far,” Sparks said.

While Crosby, an Erie native
and a defensive hack for the In-
dianapelis Colls, prepares for
against
Jacksonville Jaguars, Sparks
will accept an award naming
him a “Hero of Public Housing ™

Croshy, who turns 29 today,

Sunday’s game

remem-

hers the first pame hersom, C1ET

Croshy, plaved in the NFL.
“Tean’t believe he's come this

the

the

and 11 other Erie residents who
onee lived in public housing will

be honored during the Erie
Housing Authority’s 65th an
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Thelma Grady worked 1o support the rights of public housing tenants.
Now she's being honored as a “Hero of Public Housing” by the Erie

Housing Authority. A page in an Erie Housing Authority calendar marks
her road 10 Success,

Housing: Authority to honor heroes

Cantinued from 18

niversary celebration Friday.

The awards are given to
tho=e who bave lived in any of
the Housing Authority's dewvel-
opmerits and become succeasful.

“Through these awards, we
want to show the larger popula-
tion the caliber of individuals
who have gone throogh public
housing,” Executive Director
John Horan said 1t & prety (m
pressive list. Even the most jad
e person would look at the list
and say, ‘Wow"

Former Erie Festd el
Eleanor Smeal, co-founder and
president of the Feminist Ma
Jq!l'|LL Faundation, will deliver
the kevnole speech al the
awards eerEny, which will be
hedd at the Avalon Hotel, 16 W
1M 5L, E"rld.:u.' night

Whille growing up in Harbor
Homes, Crosby, then a star-ath-
letier it Fastl High Schoni, would
meet with friends and throw the
foothall in the stroets, Sparks
said, Living in public housing
spurred Croshy to achieve, she
waid,

“I mever onee heard CHLIT
complain - about  where we
lived.” smid Sparks, who has
long since moved from that first
apartment in Harbor Homes on
East 1ith Street

SCHIT - talked  about
away to college and being
something,” Sparks said. “He
didn't zay what he wanted todo,
bt he knew be wanted 1o go o

moing
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Danniz Tobin, the regional direcior for the Bureas of Narcotics and
Drug Contred in the siate Attorney General's Dffice, sald growing up In
public hawsing faoght him to cope with any siteation. Now he's being
honored as a "Hero of Public Housing .

college and make something of
himseff. He said he didnt want
o be . drug dealer and hang out
on the

friends.”
Thebma Grady was surpreised
that the Housing Authorily

thought she was i suceess, that
e crgamiEation wanted to hon
OrF her 4% u b

After moving to Eric more
thian 3} yvears ago firom Missis-
sippi, Gracky found & steady job
in &t a Joeal dry cleaner and an

sreets with his other

affordiabie apartment ot Harbor
Flomis

'I'Imugh she s slnee moved
into & geniorcitizen apartment
complex, Grikdy sild she counls
her years in Harbor Homes as
soane of the best in ber Life.

“Imever regretbed that Thad o
live in public housing™ Grady
shid. 1 always treated it like il
was my own home.”

One of the founders and the
first presadent of the Erie Tesanl
Couneil, Grady was committed to

protecting the Tights of her
neighbors and others who Fved
in the authoritys develop
ments,

“The most tmportant thing
tenants peed to know 15 Uelr
rights,” said Grady, T1. “When
they know thelr rights they
make better tenants because
they know what they can and
canmot dio

Dennis Tobin, anolber hon
oree, &aid he wouldn'T tepde his
experlences growing up in pub
lie honsing for amything

“When you grow up in public
houging, it propares you for
anything” said Tobin, now the
regional direetor forthe Buresu
of Marcolles and Dirug Control in
U stisle Atlomey General's OfF
fice

‘Nothing ¢an swprise me
i, ., There are no bovs that
grew up in public housing.
Theyre a bunch of little men”

Tobin, who grew up in a

home filled with seven chil- |

dren on Buoffelo Rosd,
growing up in public housing
miakis a person well-rounded.

You're nol given aoything,"
hee said, “You make everything
for yvourself, You strive o do bet-
ler because vou Were never giv-
en anything, and that's the way
it should be for evervbaody,

“That's what living in public
housing taught me."
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